	6th Grade Global Studies	2011-2012


6th Grade Global Studies

Schools: Brody, Callanan, Gateway, Goodrell, Harding, Hiatt, Hoyt, McCombs, Meredith, Merrill, Moulton, Weeks


In this first year of Global Studies, students learn where people and places are located and why they are there. They examine the influence of physical systems, such as climate, weather and seasons, and natural resources, such as land and water, on human populations. They study the causes, patterns and effects of human settlement and migration, learn of the roles of different kinds of population centers in a society, and investigate the impact of human activities on the environment. This enables them to acquire a useful basis of knowledge for informed decision-making on issues arising from human-environmental relationships. They identify the key social, economic and cultural characteristics of populations in different locations as they expand their knowledge of diverse peoples and places. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course details both physical and cultural geography as well as the following regions: North America, Latin America, Europe and Russia. Each instructional unit is steeped in the tenets of problem-based learning as defined by the George Lucas Educational Foundation. Students are asked to respond to an essential question that will drive their learning. Students will take authentic roles and work collaboratively, as well as independently, to acquire the knowledge and skills to develop answers to big questions. This approach relies on a student-centered learning approach and culminates in a product that demonstrates a student’s learning. 






Unit 1:  Geography 101 – Part I            (Term 1 OR 2: 3 Weeks)

	Instructional Focus
	Essential Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Student-Centered Learning Targets
	Common Assessments

	
Maps and globes

Hemispheres

Lines of Latitude

Parallels
Equator
Tropic of Cancer Tropic of Capricorn
Arctic Circle
Antarctic Circle

Lines of Longitude

Meridians
Prime Meridian
International Date Line

Types of maps and diagrams

physical
political 
thematic


	
What tools, concepts, and skills are needed to explore and understand global studies? 
	
1. Identify what tools geographers use and explain their significance.

2. Describe how Earth moves in space and explain why Earth’s seasons change.

3. Describe the layers found within the earth and how those layers shape the earth’s surface.

4. Describe the earth’s major landforms and how landforms affect where people live.

5. Identify and describe the three major climate zones (polar, temperate, topic) of the world and where each zone is located.

6. Explain what kinds of vegetation are grown in three major climate zones.

7. Describe the interdependence humans have with their environment and the impact that relationship has on the environment.
	
I can statements . . . 

I can identify what tools geographers use and explain their significance.

I can describe how Earth moves in space and explain why Earth’s seasons change.

I can describe the layers found within the earth and how those layers shape the earth’s surface.

I can describe the earth’s major landforms and how landforms affect where people live.

I can identify and describe the three major climate zones (polar, temperate, topic) of the world and where each zone is located.

I can explain what kinds of vegetation are grown in three major climate zones.

I can describe the interdependence humans have with their environment and the impact that relationship has on the environment.
	
District Benchmark Assessment Term 1




PBL Assessment

Create a continent; application of learning






	District Ends Statements
	Iowa Core –Social Studies Standards
	Common Core Literacy Standards

	
They understand systems and processes, including the understanding of underlying structures.

They exhibit creative and innovative thinking.

Demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Can access and evaluate information from a variety of sources to continue their learning.

Awareness of issues facing the world.

Exercise sound reasoning in making complex choices.
	
1. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

2. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

3. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

4. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.
4. Geography (b): Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture and define regions.

5. Geography (b):  Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture and define regions.

6. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.
6.  Geography (b): Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture and define regions.
6. Geography (d): Understand how physical processes and human actions modify the environment and how the environment affects humans.

7. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.
7.  Geography (b): Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture and define regions.
7. Geography (d): Understand how physical processes and human actions modify the environment and how the environment affects humans.


	
Reading:
7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

Writing:
1. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

3. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.





Unit 2:	 Geography 101 – Part II            (Term  OR 2: 3 weeks)
	Instructional Focus
	Essential Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Student-Centered Learning Targets
	Common Assessments

	
Introduction of Culture
definition 
exposure to different cultures

Eight Elements of Culture
social groups
language
religion
daily life
history
arts
government
economy

Key Vocabulary
cultural diffusion
culture region
death rate
birthrate
population density
urbanization
refugee
renewable resource
nonrenewable resource
export
import
developed country
developing country
interdependence
globalization


	
What role do physical and cultural geography play in shaping the way of life of a group of people?

	
1. Define what culture means. 

2. Identify the eight elements of culture and use them to explain what makes each culture unique.

3. Describe how and why cultures change.

4. Identify where most people in the world live and explain why the world’s population is growing rapidly.

5. Discuss why more people are moving to cities.

6. Distinguish between renewable and nonrenewable resources.

7.  Explain why people trade.

8.  Describe the different types of economic systems.

9. Describe the differences between a developed and a developing country.

10. Describe how technology has changed the world.

11. Define interdependence and how it has led to globalization.


	
I can statements . . .

I can define what culture means. 

I can identify the eight elements of culture and use them to explain what makes each culture unique.

I can describe how and why cultures change.

I can identify where most people in the world live and explain why the world’s population is growing rapidly.

I can discuss why more people are moving to cities.

I can distinguish between renewable and nonrenewable resources.

I can explain why people trade.

I can describe the different types of economic systems.

I can describe the differences between a developed and a developing country.

I can describe how technology has changed the world.

I can define interdependence and how it has led to globalization.
	
District Benchmark Assessment Term 2




PBL Assessment

Demonstrating relationship between continent/country and culture 

Create a culture and connect one’s continent to others (forming a world); application of learning


	
	
	
	
	

	District Ends Statements
	Iowa Core –Social Studies Standards
	Common Core – Literacy Standards

	
They demonstrate critical thinking and problem solving.

They exhibit creative and innovative thinking.

They exercise sound reasoning in making complex decisions. 
	
1. History (c): Understand the role of culture and cultural diffusion on the development and maintenance of societies.

2. History (c): Understand the role of culture and cultural diffusion on the development and maintenance of societies.

3. Geography (b): Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture and define regions.

4. History (a): Understand historical patterns, periods of time, and the relationships among these elements.
4. Economics (e): Understand the impact of advancing technologies on the global economy. 

5. History (a): Understand historical patterns, periods of time, and the relationships among these elements.

6. Geography (c): Understand how human factors and the distribution of resources affect the development society and the movement of populations.

7. Economics (a): Understand the role of scarcity and economic trade-offs and how economic conditions impact people’s lives. 

8. Economics (c): Understand how governments throughout the world influence economic behavior. 

9. Economics (a): Understand the role of scarcity and economic trade-offs and how economic conditions impact people’s lives. 

10. Economics (e): Understand the impact of advancing technologies on the global economy. 

11. Economics (d): Understand factors that create patterns of interdependence in the world economy. 
	
Reading:
1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 



Unit 3: North America - United States and Canada     (Term 3 OR 4: 3 weeks)
	Instructional Focus
	Essential Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Student-Centered Learning Targets
	Common Assessments

	
Landforms
Hudson Bay
Canadian Shield
Rocky Mountains, Great Lakes
Great Plains, Appalachian Mountains
Mississippi River, Atlantic Ocean
Pacific Ocean

Climate
Subarctic
marine west coast steppe
desert
humid subtropical humid continental

free enterprise system

parliamentary model
presidential model

1500s Native Americans encounter Europeans,; 1600s European Colonialism;  1700s Revolution and Republic (U.S.): 1800s Civil War; 1900s 

	
How would a journey in North America differ if taken in different historical times?
	

1. Identify the landforms that are found in North America.

2. Identify climate zones of different areas in North America.

3. Describe aspects of the free enterprise system

4. Identify and explain differences in United States and Canadian government models

5. Identify and evaluate historical events on a timeline

6. Demonstrate how  North American history is reflected in the changes over time in (the 8 elements of) culture and technology

	
I can statements . . . 

I can identify the landforms that are found in North America.

I can identify climate zones of different areas in North America.

I can describe aspects of the free enterprise system

I can identify and explain differences in United States and Canadian government models

I can identify and evaluate historical events on a timeline

I can demonstrate how  North American history is reflected in the changes over time in (the 8 elements of) culture and technology

	
District Benchmark Assessment Term 3




PBL Assessment

Students demonstrate understanding with presentations, demonstrations,
diaries, or blogs as an explorer/traveler in a specific time period. 

Student will be responsible for planning, “implementing”, and documenting their journey across North America.



	District Ends Statements
	Iowa Core –Social Studies Standards
	Common Core Literacy Standards

	
They exhibit competent thinking.

They understand systems and processes, including the understanding of underlying structures.

They understand manage and create oral written and multimedia communication.

They demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
	
1. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

2. Geography (b): Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture and define regions.

3. Economics (b): Understand the functions of economic institutions. 

3. Economics (f): Understand how universal economic concepts present themselves in various types of economies throughout the world. 

4. Political Science (g): Understand how various political systems throughout the world define the rights and responsibilities of the individual.

5. History (a): Understand historical patterns, periods of time, and the relationships among these elements.

6. History (g): Understand the role of innovation on the development and interaction of societies.

	
Reading:
2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
· 3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

Writing:
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.


Speaking and Listening:
4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 







Unit 4:  Latin America     (Term 3 OR 4: 3 weeks)

	Instructional Focus
	Essential Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Student-Centered Learning Targets
	Common Assessments

	
Vocabulary 
Latin America
hemisphere
equator 
Central America 
South America
Caribbean Sea
Physical Features
Andes
Amazon River and Basin Sierra Madres 
Central Plateau 
Pampas
Atacama Desert
Yucatan Peninsula 
Major Countries of Focus
Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico
Brazil, Argentina, Panama
Peru
Climate Concepts
Altitude, latitude, proximity to bodies of water
Resource Terms
Renewable, non-renewable 
History and Culture
Aztec, Incas, Mayas
Challenges/Current Issues poverty
maquiladoras
borders
deforestation
literacy rate
industrialization
	
How does where you live affect how you live?
	
1. Define and locate the region of Latin America

2. Identify and describe major physical features such as the Andes Mountains, Amazon River, etc.

3. Identify seven major countries of Latin America

4. Identify different climate types and explain the factors of climate

5. Give examples of natural resources, both agricultural and mineral

6. Identify and describe three major ancient cultures of Latin America and list/cover major accomplishments of each.

7. Present (3 as an example) major challenges/current events of the countries of Latin America

	
I can statements . . . 

I can define and locate the region of Latin America

I can identify and describe major physical features such as the Andes Mountains, Amazon River, etc.

I can identify seven major countries of Latin America

I can identify different climate types and explain the factors of climate

I can give examples of natural resources, both agricultural and mineral

I can identify and describe three major ancient cultures of Latin America and list/cover major accomplishments of each.

I can present (3 as an example) major challenges/current events of the countries of Latin America

	
District Benchmark Assessment Term 4




PBL Assessment

In teams, students will take on the role of a travel agent/tourism advisor from a Latin American country of choice with the hope of promoting their country to potential visitors.

RAFT 





	District Ends Statements
	Iowa Core –Social Studies Standards
	Common Core Literacy Standards

	
They understand, manage, and create oral, written, and multimedia communication.

They are aware of issues facing the world.

They exhibit competent thinking.


	
1. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

2. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

3. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

4. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

5. Economics (a): Understand the role of scarcity and economic trade-offs and how economic conditions impact people’s lives.

5. Geography (c): Understand how human factors and the distribution of resources affect the development society and the movement of populations.

6. History (f): Understand the effects of geographic factors on historical events.

7. Behavioral Science (e): Understand current social issues to determine how the individual is able to formulate opinions and respond to those issues. 

8. History (h): Understand cause and effect relationships and other historical thinking skills in order to interpret events and issues.

	
Reading:
7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

Writing:
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.







Unit 5:  Europe and Russia    (Term 5 OR 6: 4 weeks)

	Instructional Focus
	Essential Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Student-Centered Learning Targets
	Common Assessments

	Europe.
Vocabulary
democracy
republic
feudalism
Renaissance
revolution
industrialization
imperialism
The Holocaust
genocide

Nations & Landforms
Mediterranean Sea
Atlantic Ocean
Alps, Aegean Sea
British Isles
Portugal, Spain
France. Italy, Germany
Scandinavia, Greece

Russia
Vocabulary:
czar, communism
Cold War, free market economy
tundra, steppe
permafrost

Nations & Landforms:
Russia, Arctic Ocean
Siberia, Ural Mountains, steppes
	
What can geography and history tell us about the development of current culture?
	
1. Define key vocabulary terms

2. Recognize & label locations of prominent European nations and landforms.

3. Identify and describe contributions of ancient Greek and Roman societies to current cultural practices.

4. Describe the medieval social and political systems.

5. Explain advances in arts, science, and nationhood achieved during the Renaissance.

6. Compare and contrast the causes and effects of revolutions in Europe to the American Revolution.

7. Explain how the Industrial Revolution changed the cultural landscape of Europe.

8. Recognize and label Russia and its prominent landforms.

9. Identify the key vocabulary terms.

10. Compare and contrast the three major government systems of Russian government (czars, communism, democracy)
	I can statements . . . 

I can define key vocabulary terms

I can recognize & label locations of prominent European nations and landforms.

I can identify and describe contributions of ancient Greek and Roman societies to current cultural practices.

I can describe the medieval social and political systems.

I can explain advances in arts, science, and nationhood achieved during the Renaissance.

I can compare and contrast the causes and effects of revolutions in Europe to the American Revolution.

I can explain how the Industrial Revolution changed the cultural landscape of Europe.

I can recognize & label Russia and its prominent landforms.

I can identify the key vocabulary terms.

I can compare and contrast the three major government systems of Russian government (czars, communism, democracy)

	
District Benchmark Assessment Term 5

PBL Assessment (Europe)
Students will create a tri-fold presentation from the role of an exchange program coordinator promoting your country. 
The presentation will demonstrate student understanding of a European nation of their choice including aspects of geography, history, and culture. 
Students will adopt the role of a student seeking admission into an exchange program and write an application essay citing reasons for choosing a particular study abroad location.

PBL (Russia)
ABC Book of Russia; each letter connects to some element of Russian geography, history, or culture.



	District Ends Statements
	Iowa Core –Social Studies Standards
	Common Core Literacy Standards

	
They exercise sound reasoning in making complex choices.

They understand, manage, and create oral, written, and multimedia communication.

They learn from and work with individuals representing diverse cultures and religions in a spirit of mutual respect in school, work, and community contexts.

The exhibit creative and innovative thinking.

	
1. Political Science (g): Understand how various political systems throughout the world define the rights and responsibilities of the individual.

2. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

3. History (d): Understand the role of individuals and groups within a society as promoters of change or the status quo.

4. History (b): Understand how and why people create, maintain, or change systems of power, authority, and governance.

5. History (g): Understand the role of innovation on the development and interaction of societies.

6. History (b): Understand how and why people create, maintain, or change systems of power, authority, and governance.

6. Behavioral Science (c): Understand the influences on individual and group behavior and group decision making. 

7. History (g): Understand the role of innovation on the development and interaction of societies.

8. Geography (a): Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze information about people, places, and environments.

8. History (a): Understand historical patterns, periods of time, and the relationships among these elements.

	
Reading:
2. Determine a central idea of a text a how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

Writing:
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (See grade specific expectations for writing arguments and informative texts)

Speaking and Listening:
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues; building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.




Unit 6:  My World, My Proposal     (Term 5 OR 6: 2 weeks)

	Instructional Focus
	Essential Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Student-Centered Learning Targets
	Common Assessments

	
Community & Service

*More details to be worked out by a cohort in May.

	
How do my actions impact the global community?
	
1. Identify a problem facing the world and research the causes of the selected problem. 

2. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

3. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.

4. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect.

5. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claims and reasons.

	
I can statements . . . 

I can identify a problem facing the world and research the causes of the selected problem 

I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

I can provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.

I can introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect.

I can use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claims and reasons.

	
PBL Assessment

In teams of 3, students evaluate what they have learned in global studies and draft a proposal for a community service project based on personal interest. 

The final product will be a presentation of ideas, a class competition to determine a class service project, and implementation of the chosen project for the remaining weeks of school.





	District Ends Statements
	Common Core Literacy Standards

	
They are aware of issues facing the world

They exhibit creative and innovative thinking

They learn from and work with individuals representing diverse cultures and religions in a spirit of mutual respect in school, work and community contexts

They exercise sound reasoning in making complex choices

	
Reading:
7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

Writing:
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.

Speaking and Listening:
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation
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